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INTRODUCTION

Figure 1 The Irish Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the ICES Divisions around the Irish
Inshore catches
191
Over 80% of Ireland's fishing fleet operates within territorial inshore waters, generally not 
205
In an attempt to improve the accuracy of the shellfish landings data currently recorded 206 within the 'Official Catch Statistics' database, alternative national data sources which were 207 deemed more reliable than existing ICES records were consulted, where available. Data from 208 these sources, listed in Table 1 , were used to replace existing data within the baseline ICES 
Shore-based angling activities
344
The quantity of fish caught by shore anglers each year was determined through first assuming 345 that occasionally, due to poor luck and inconsistencies in skill, shore anglers have fishing 346 days where they are unsuccessful in catching anything. Thus, to conservatively account for 347 this, we assumed that on 50% of the estimated days spent angling from the shore, zero fish 348 were caught. For the remaining days, in the absence of any other sources of data, the 349 estimated total daily catch rate by weight for all species combined per angler from a boat was 350 also assumed for anglers from the shore. These annual values were multiplied by the total estimated number of days spent angling from shore to obtain a total estimated weight of all species that face human-induced mortality directly or indirectly through fishing activities.
589
The European public, and the global community, has the right to know exactly how much of 590 these publically owned resources are caught (and discarded) by which country and where.
591
The need for such transparent and comprehensive public accounting, in the face of ongoing 
